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Successful bonﬁre and ﬁreworks
Your generous support at our community bonfire and firework party,
organised by Sherston 1016, raised circa £750 for our Village Hall and
the Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
The event was blessed with clear skies and good going underfoot,
and with a good turnout from you, the audience! Thank you for your
support. It is much appreciated.
Many thanks to:
• All the staff at Sherston Post Office Stores for advance
ticket sales on our behalf.
• Our ‘music’ masters ‘Dave and Mike’ accompanied
with smoke and strobes to get the party started.
• The Scouts’ Guy Fawkes who burnt a treat despite the
cold wind, loss of hair and some very tight attire!
• Our youngest who braved the UV face painting tent,
with some adults too, adding colour to the evening.
• Adults and children alike were well fed thanks to the
generosity of Sherston Stores and the delicious produce
•BBQ & sales teams
of Tuck’s ‘sausages and burgers’.
• Tony Lea for re-building the stone wall as good as new
•Clearer-uppers! And Nurden Plant Hire for giving
after a minor incident with a vehicle earlier in the day.
us a preferential rate for our skip hire.
• The Hillier family for their continuing support in
•The twisted ‘firework starters!’
letting us use their field.
•Bryony Gibbs, Brian Littlejohns, Rex Smith,
• Maggie, Phylip and Pat for electricity, water, coffee and
Sherston Free-Range Eggs and UBE Cheltenham
biscuits!
for the use of equipment.
To all the volunteers who made the day happen:
•Our generous sponsors: Knockdown Stone,
Tinplate Products, Tolsey Surgery, Pyke Boarding
•Bonfire builders
Kennels, Graham Singer, Stretchline UK and
•Wood collectors and all those who donated
Swanbarton Ltd.
combustible material.

‘Brush Up The Bogs Promotions’ Presents…..!!
Tart up the toilets? Clean up the khazi? Pimp up
the ... err ... anyway, whatever people, hold onto your
hats Sherston because it’s party time!
As part of its fundraising drive to (amongst other
things!) liven up the loos, the village hall has teamed
up with those lovely people who bring you The
Boondocks Festival, Malmesbury Acoustic Sessions,
SherstonFest, bits of WOMAD, indeed all manner
of good times (Excess All Areas Events) to promote a
series of extravaganzas in and around the village hall
to raise funds, showcase it as a venue and – above all
– give us all an excuse for a right royal knees-up!
The first ‘Brush Up The Bogs’ event will be on
Saturday 25 February when the party-time hit
of this summer’s Boondocks Festival, the mighty
Arkansaw Jukebox Collective (www.facebook.com/
ArkansawJukebox/), will be taking covers where
frankly covers really shouldn’t go, in a night of banjofuelled foot-stompin’ mayhem.

There will be more details on this first
event coming soon but for now just put
25 February in the diary, dust off your
Stetson and practice your ‘yeee-harrrr’!!
But the important thing to remember
is that this is just the start in a series
of party nights so keep your eyes
peeled for more ‘Brush Up The Bogs’
productions being announced over the
coming months ...
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Telephone
Boxes
BT has proposed to remove the phone boxes at
Pinkney and Sherston on the grounds that they
are underused. Only 41 calls were made from the
Sherston box last year and none from the Pinkney
one.
The phones can only be moved following local
consultation so if this is something you feel strongly
about, please email or write to the parish council.
We do have an option to adopt the boxes on behalf
of the village to preserve them – there have been some
interesting uses in other villages, such as book swaps,
tourist information points and art galleries. Let us
know if you think we should adopt them (wheels are
already in motion to adopt the Willesley box).
This is your chance to have your say on the future
of the phone boxes.

Copy deadline: 10th of the previous month.
Send to editorial@sherstoncliﬀhanger.co.uk
or hard copy to Sherston Post Oﬃce Stores.
What’s On: contact Caroline Moore on
841405 or info@sherstoncliﬀhanger.co.uk
The size and content of the Cliffhanger depends
entirely on the amount of copy we receive from
individuals and groups. So, if you feel you have
something of interest, please don’t hesitate to tell us.
Around 400 words would be a maximum but the
shorter the better and less editing would be needed.
Top tip: if you’re telling us of an event coming up,
write a short piece about it rather than just supply
basic details or a poster. You will then get a short
article published to help boost interest as well as a
mention in our What’s On section. Don’t forget to
tell us how your event went, with a photo if possible.

To advertise, contact:
Tahiti van Rooyen
advertising@sherstoncliﬀhanger.co.uk
Advertising rates:
for 12 months:
1/4 page £220; 1/8 page £110; and 1/16 page £55
for one month:
1/4 page £88; 1/8 page £44; and 1/16 page £22
Inserted leaflet drop £85 max size A5

Sherston
Scout and Guide
Christmas Post
Special Scout and Guide stamps will be available
from the post office, as well as from the Scout group,
for 25p each for deliveries in Sherston, Luckington
and Easton Grey. Deliveries will be made on Sunday
18 December - just remember to post your cards by
12.00noon on Saturday 17 December!

Dog Fouling in the
Churchyard
Considerable upset and distress has recently been
caused to people who tend family graves in the
churchyard by finding them fouled by dog faeces.
This is an ongoing problem around the village, but
it seems particularly thoughtless and inconsiderate
of people to allow their dogs to foul the churchyard.
Individuals have been seen exercising dogs on leads
and making no attempt to clean up after them.
Please do not use the churchyard as an exercise
area for your dog; no one in Sherston lives far from
open areas where dogs can be walked. Keep your dog
on a lead in the churchyard and clean up after it if
necessary
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) tries hard to
keep the churchyard well kept and a fitting place where
the people of our village can remember their friends
and family members in dignified surroundings. If
the problem of fouling continues, the PCC will be
forced to consider banning dogs from the churchyard
so that it can be kept in a proper state. With your
cooperation a ban will not be necessary. Thank you
in advance for respecting the churchyard and its users
Sue Robinson
Churchwarden

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of advertisements
contained in this publication, Cliffhanger cannot accept any liability for
errors and omissions. Inclusion of an advert should not be taken as an
endorsement by Sherston Parish Council.

Please remember the Cliffhanger is delivered free
to every home and business in the parish – more
than 1000 copies. This and all previous editions
are also available online at www.sherston.org.uk
PRINTED BY THE COMPLETE PRODUCT COMPANY, PINKNEY
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Sherston Community Choir
It’s been a busy and fun 12 months for Sherston
Community Choir (SHOCC), so I thought I’d share
a few of the highlights with you.
We ended 2015 with a great evening of carol singing
around Sherston – and at The Rattlebone, of course.
Money raised went to Parkinsons UK; a charity much
in our hearts as one of our members does have this
condition. We went back to a member’s house for
mulled wine (lots) and nibbles.
Throughout 2016 we have been building up our
repertoire of songs, ranging from favourites, such as
The Lion Sleeps Tonight, O Happy Day and Lean
on Me, to classics, such as Vivaldi’s Gloria and pieces
from the Messiah. At the end of March, family and
friends came along to an informal concert and singa-long in the British School Room to hear how we
were getting on. They seemed to enjoy themselves …
hopefully they were not just being polite!
In July, we sang in the High Street during Boules
Day, which was great fun AND we gained a few
new members. We also had a table at an event in
Malmesbury’s Activity Zone, on a day showcasing
all the clubs and activities available in the area. Our
summer term ended with a social evening (again
involving plenty of wine and food) at a beautiful
house in Acton Turville.
This autumn term, we have been polishing pieces
for the Charity Concert, held on 12 November in the
church, where we sang with Sherston Primary School
Choir raising money for Julia’s House (a hospice in
Devizes) and the Toti Worboys Fund. I hope those
of you that came along enjoyed yourselves. As per
the last couple of years, we also sang to support the
Remembrance Day Service. We will be finishing the
term off with carol singing around Sherston again, so
PLEASE listen out for us and don’t draw the curtains!
The date and charity will be announced in advance,
including on social media such
as Sherston What’s Occurring
and our own choir Facebook
page
(www.facebook.com/
SherstonCommunityChoir).

Although we are called ‘Sherston Community
Choir’, our influence spreads much further than
just the village. We have members coming in from
outlying areas, such as Malmesbury, Hullavington,
Didmarton, Acton Turville, Littleton Drew,
Luckington, Great Somerford and even two really
enthusiastic members from Bradford-on-Avon and
Devizes. That shows devotion! Our Musical Director,
Trudi, makes every session truly joyful with her
enthusiasm, professionalism and bad jokes. Singing
is very good for the health I hear, so do come along in
January if you are interested in possibly joining. We
follow school terms, and our next starts Wednesday
11 January. Reading music is useful but not essential;
just stand next to someone who can! We sing in fourpart harmony for most songs, so you can always find
a ‘part’ that you can tackle. It’s a bargain at £3 per
session (paid termly), with a small donation towards
refreshments. We do ask members to buy some pieces
of music occasionally, or print their own (when we
have copyright permissions) – both of which help
keep the membership fee down.
So for more information, check out our Facebook
page, email lucy@sherston.plus.com or simply turn
up at the British School Room on a Wednesday at
7.30pm.

Sherston Scout Group
and Brownies:
Grand Christmas Draw
The Sherston Scout Group and Brownies Grand
Christmas Draw takes place on Friday 16 December.
Tickets will be on sale outside the post office each
weekend in the run-up to the draw - don’t forget to
get yours before it’s too late!

FREE LOAN CARS AVAILABLE
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Church Yard History
Some of you may already know that Sherston PCC
has been working, for several years, to produce an
accurate plan of the entire churchyard. To help with
this, an old Burial Register, which was first used in
1877, has been retained in the church. In the New
Year, this is going to be taken to the Wiltshire and
Swindon History Centre (WSHC) in Chippenham
and will go into their archives for safe storage, along
with all the other old parish registers from Sherston.
If you would like a chance to see the Burial Register
before it goes to WSHC, it will be on display in Holy
Cross Church on Saturday 14 January from 10.00am
to 12.00noon. If your family has lived in Sherston
since the late 19th century, you may like to see any
information about them which is in the Register.
If you know that members of your family lie in the
churchyard, you may be able to help us fill in some of
the blanks in the information that the PCC holds.
Although all the records at WSHC are available
to the public, you will often only get to see them on
microfilm because repeated handling of old written
materials can lead to damage. On this occasion you will
have the chance to see the Register itself, but in order
to best preserve it visitors will not be able to handle
it themselves. A copy of all the information in the
Register should be complete by January and you will
be able to look through that in search of information.
Someone will also be on hand to find particular entries
in the Register and show them to you. This will be a
unique occasion to look into the history of our village
and its people. Do come along and see what you can
find out.
Sue Robinson Churchwarden, Holy Cross Church

Sherston Village Hall
300+ Club

Now is the time to renew your subscription or
to become a member! We shall be collecting 2017
subscriptions in December and January. Membership
remains at £6 per person for the year.
If you are not a member and would like to join,
application forms are available at the post office. If you
would like more information about this fundraising
for the Village Hall, please ring me on 840846.
Thank you for your anticipated support.
Lin Prior
Coordinator
November 2016 Draw
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

64
232
17
109
248
78
317

Gill Ashley
Peter Knight
Carol Gray
Jane Harden
Margot Holland
Nick Holland
Keith Godwin

£13
£12
£11
£10
£9
£8
£7

Collectors: Anne Andrews, Mary Goulding, Gwen
Mason, Pat Moody, Rachel Moody, Janet Platts, Lin
Prior, Margaret Thacker and Jill Woodward.

SHERSTON DOG GROOMING
SHERSTON, MALMESBURY, WILTS SN16 0NJ

• Fully Qualified to City and Guilds level 3 with Distinctions
• Full hydraulic dog bath and table
• Full groom/clip prices from £25
• Full groom/wash prices from £10 • Clip nails £5
• Situated on site with Pyke Boarding Kennels
• Please call for appointment
Rachel Stanley
01666 840386
M 07557 654880
www.sherstondoggrooming.co.uk
.co.uk
Facebook: Sherston Dog Grooming
rooming

C.J.GOUGH
Hotel
High Street
Sherston
Open 0730 to 2200 daily
01666 840039
contact@sherstonangel.co.uk
www.sherstonangel.co.uk

PAINTER &
DECORATOR
41 The Tarters,
Sherston,
Malmesbury,
Wiltshire
SN16 0NT
Telephone:
01666 841003
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Tolsey News
New Staﬀ
We are delighted to welcome Claire to our reception
team. Claire will be working every morning from
8.30am to 1.30pm. As we have now completed our
renewed Reception and Dispensary teams, we will
once again be offering our extended hours, particularly
for our patients who find the daytime working hours
difficult. These are offered on Wednesday mornings
from 7.30am to 8.00am, Thursday mornings from
7.30am to 8.00am and Thursday evenings from
6.30pm to 7.00pm.
Christmas and New Year surgery times
We will be closed on:
Monday 26 December
Tuesday 27 December and
Monday 2 January
We are open as usual at all other times.
We wish all our patients a very merry Christmas
and a happy and healthy New Year!
Judy Sharp
Practice Manager

MARY DERRICK SWIMMING LESSONS
FOR CHILDREN
AT WESTONBIRT SPORTS CENTRE
NOW OFFERING LESSONS MON, TUES, WED & THURSDAYS AFTER SCHOOL
We have classes for all abilities:Pre-school classes (3-5years) have the teacher in the water, parents do not
have to get in unless necessary!
Beginners classes have the teacher in the water. Two levels of improver
classes & also lane swimming for advanced improvers.
All teachers are fully qualified & crb checked. We follow the asa award
scheme & have termly “badge nights” for distance awards. We also run
personal survival classes, bronze, silver & gold challenge awards & also
rookie lifeguard courses. Holiday courses also available.
All lessons run half termly & are ongoing so no need to keep booking in
every term!

TEL. 01666 841133 or 077 144 252 01
WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE MALMESBURY AREA FOR 20 YEARS
ASA SWIM SCHOOL MEMBER

Reminder - Sherston 1016
Christmas Vouchers have ceased
As announced in last May’s Cliffhanger, there will be
no 1016 Christmas vouchers this year, and in future
years.
This is not a decision the members of Sherston 1016
have taken lightly, and there have been many discussions
over the past couple of years as to the way forward. We
know the vouchers have been much appreciated in the
past, but there has been an increasing number of them
being returned or unspent over the past few years. The
increasing powers of data protection legislation have
made it very difficult to keep our records up to date.
This does not prevent Sherston 1016 from raising
funds in the future from our various events, and,
indeed, we would welcome suggestions for worthy
causes to support, no matter what size they might be.
If you know of a worthy cause, please email
sherston1016@gmail.com or ring 840112 in the first
instance.
For the time being, and being aware of the fact
that there are many people of all ages who value the
chance to meet up at village events, we have agreed
to support the work of the Village Hall Committee
in their fundraising for the refurbishment of this very
important meeting place. We will also support the
Wiltshire Air Ambulance, as none of us ever know
when we or our loved ones might need its services.

Rattlebone Christmas Party
Come along and join in the fun at the Rattlebone
Christmas Party, from 7.30pm on Thursday 22 December.
There will be carol singing with the Dodington Band,
with mince pies and other seasonal treats.
The legendary Rattlebone Draw will take place
with many wonderful prizes, with first prize of an
iPad. Entry is just £1 per square on the big board.
Choose your lucky number! Call into the pub during
opening hours from now until 22 December to take
part. Proceeds from the draw will be divided between
the Friends of Sherston School and Sherston 1016.

www.maryderrickswimming.com

Optimum Mobility
of Malmesbury

       
     
December Services
4th December 11.00am All Age Service
11th December 11.00am Communion Service

Also walking aids, bathing & household aids
The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Near Sherston

18th December 11.00am Advent Service
6.00pm Lessons and Carols
(at Holy Cross)

01666 840060
www.optimummobility.co.uk
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Camelot the
Panto

Photos by Marc Lehrer
At the end of October, Richard and Katie Skeffington
directed Sherston Drama Group’s production of Ben
Crocker’s Camelot the Panto, which transported
the audiences from the Village Hall to the mythical
England of King Arthur.

Arthur, played with natural authority by Ella
Moriarty, was still a young prince courting Princess
Guinevere (Naomi Hoogwerf ) who contrived to
continue looking good as things happened to her,
even being drugged and dragged off stage by an
invisible knight. Naomi’s singing voice was also a
great asset to the panto, matched by Sarah Cowell as
Guinevere’s maid Nell, and together they produced
the best duet in a Sherston panto for many years. The
audience got their chance to participate, encouraging
Laughalot the Jester (a remarkable performance by
Ollie Tappin) to ‘be bold and brave’ and telling the
Dame Connie Clatterbottom (Riaan Van Rooyen) to
look behind him.

We had a full house of Van Rooyens. Riaan
discovered an unexpected talent for opera singing at a
volume which could have easily filled La Scala. Tahiti
had no trouble projecting a mixture of glamour and
menace as Morgan Le Fay, and sons Andrè and Kyle
were a solid mercenary knight with ambitions as an
ice cream salesman and a steady hand on the sound
effects respectively. Newcomer Henry Fisk impressed
as Valerin the Vicious, a young villain with a liking
for jelly babies, and Sue Ormiston was just a bit
naughty as his mum.

Merlin became younger as the panto progressed,
when Clive Renton’s mastery of chemistry enabled
him to transform into Emma Smee, who survived
an encounter with Morgan Le Fay and a flying pig
for long enough to bring about the happy ending
before transforming in turn into Barnaby Blows as
Very Young Merlin. The Blows family also featured
strongly, with Charlie Blows putting in a fabulous
performance as the mischievous dancing teddy bear,
and Nick Blows’ right arm adding to the terror in the
Haunted Hotel.
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Children in Need
Rattlebone fundraiser

Richard Warren blathered beautifully as King
Uther, and Dawn Jago
as Queen Igraine coped
with the impossible task of
keeping him under control
with queenly dignity.
Sherston’s
hardworking
chorus had multiple parts
as usual, including Fearn
Blair, Libby Howell, Leon
Shortridge and Rebecca
Straughen as cowardly knights and Alice Evelyn, Polly
Gould, Jess Picton, Rosie Shephard, Grace Strachan
and Libby Watson as evil sisters (aided by copious
green makeup). Sophie Coleman doubled as bishop
and ghost. Sarah Cowell once again choreographed
some fabulous dances and selected the music. From
the huge behind the scenes effort there is only space to
mention the wonderful costumes from Kati Moriarty
and her team; Kate Smee and her stage crew; makeup
by Debbie Luter and the mums; prompters Sally
Clayton and Juliet Blows; set painting by Laura
Gould, Kirstie Strachan and Sue Ormiston; lighting
and sound from Ewan Blair and Paul Ormiston
respectively; box office by Vee Skeffington; and Caty
Tappin and her crew for Front of House.
Watch for the Spring Play just after Easter – it
promises to be hilarious!

I like cooking. Cooking for one is very easy. If it all
goes wrong I can just tell myself off, throw it in the
bin, order an Indian and move on. Cooking for 55
however; well, that’s a bit different and requires certain
skills that are honed through years of knowledge and
experience. Throw in the long hours, extreme heat and
the hairy assed management badgering you daily. It’s
no wonder chefs are so grumpy. But that is precisely
what I was going to be, along with mini me. For one
night only. How hard could it be?
Why? - To raise money for Children in Need.
Who? - Representing front of house and taking
charge of the kitchen; ‘Steptoe and Son’ (Gavin and
Harry) ably assisted by Rosie the runner and Dee on
the pots.
Representing the kitchen and taking charge of
front of house; ‘Mr Dapper, Slim and the Man With
No Hair’ (Roger, Jamie and Robbie) ably assisted by
Bamber relieved of quizmaster duties just for one night.
So, with many different boots on many different feet
we took on the challenge. Out front ‘Laurel and Hardy”
(Dapper and Slim to you) were in total control and
loving every minute whilst ‘the man with no hair’ kept
getting lost. In the kitchen, meanwhile, ‘Steptoe’ could
be found perspiring, cursing and finding ingenious
new ways of burning himself whilst ‘Son’ chuntered a
lot, regularly throwing his toys in the general direction
of anybody who got in his way.
But do you know what? Everybody had a great time.
The spontaneous round of applause when we came
out of the kitchen was touching. The people paying
the money were very generous with their compliments
and praise for the participants and ‘Slim’ found his
true vocation keeping everybody royally entertained.
Details of my new job to follow shortly...
Thank you sincerely to everybody who participated,
both customers and staff. Your support and donations
were gratefully received. A grand total of £335 makes
it all worthwhile. Meanwhile has anybody seen ‘the
man with no hair’?
Gavin
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AYoung
newVoices
Preschool for Sherston?
Sherston is a village that attracts many families
but, despite its many facilities, is currently lacking a
preschool. We are hoping to rectify this by gathering
the necessary support and funding to build and
operate a new preschool.
First and foremost, we must consider the best
interests of the children in terms of their care and
education. We intend the new preschool to be based
on a self-sustaining business model with extended
hours and wrap-around care. It will be a professionally
managed facility, with the background support of
a committee to allow the preschool to be run in a
sustainable way. It will be based in a purpose-built
setting that provides a modern, stimulating and fun
environment for the children of Sherston and the
surrounding areas to embark on their early years
education.
We are aiming to offer the following services:
• Daily core hours of 9.00am to 3.00pm
• Breakfast club – available to preschool and
primary school age children
• After-school club - available to preschool and
primary school age children
• Holiday clubs - available to preschool and
primary school age children
Where will it be?
It is commonly understood that preschools tend
to thrive when they are closely associated with, and
are in proximity to, their feeder primary schools.
We believe that a permanent location in close
proximity to Sherston CofE Primary School will be
most advantageous.
The upcoming Sherston Neighbourhood Plan
(see sherston.org.uk for further information)
incorporates a site for a preschool within its plans.
We are supportive of the village plan and optimistic
that if the current Sherston Neighbourhood Plan
proceeds, this will facilitate our aims to be situated
in close proximity to the school.

What are we doing to move things forward?
We are liaising closely, and building strong
relationships with the school and the Parish Council,
which are both in support of our proposals. We
also have a business case under way. We are having
monthly meetings with a core team of people
interested in moving this project forward.
Do we have your support?
Whether you have young children, older children,
or no children we would be grateful for your support.
We have produced a short survey for the purposes
of market research and to ascertain local levels of
support. This has already gone out on social media,
but if you have not already seen and completed the
survey, we would be really grateful for a few minutes
of your time to support this venture or provide
your views. It can be found at www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/NLPBFWJ Alternatively hard copies are
available in the post office, along with a box where
you can leave your responses.
You can also contact us on sherstonpreschool@
gmail.com to give ideas, feedback or to show your
support.

Allington Bar Farm,
Chippenham, SN14 6LJ
Tel: 01249 658112
Open 7 days 9am – 6pm
Mon – Sat
& 10am – 5pm on Sundays.

Quality Local Produce
Home produced Pork, Lamb, Beef & Goat
Home Made Sausages & Burgers
Local Free Range Poultry
All available daily from our Butchery
Locally made Preserves, Chutneys &
Pickles
Somerset Jersey Organic Milk & Cream
Local Cheeses & Home Cooked Meats
Extensive range of local Ice Cream
Locally Grown Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Homemade Cakes & Pies
and many more local ingredients …..
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Christmas Bonding
with Jigsaws

Saturday
4 February
is Quiz Night!
Don’t forget that the Friends of Sherston School
are picking up where Busy Hands left off ... Put the
date in your diary and start picking your teammates,
there’s a new trophy at stake!

What better way is there to close the age gap than to
piece together a jigsaw puzzle? Everyone can join in
as and when, and it can be an absorbing and fulfilling
Christmas project.
If you do not have a favourite puzzle, please give me
a call as I have some lovely good quality jigsaws and
a mounting board to do it on. When it is finished,
you will have a work of art and the finished puzzle
can be returned to me for the great JigsawFest, raising
money for the Village Hall which is to be held next
September.
My number is 841147 or email me manddgee@
btinternet.com
I look forward to hearing from you.
Happy Christmas, Marion Gee

Providing a nurturing and stimulating
environment for babies and children
aged 3 months to pre-school.

Telephone: 01666 840105
E Mail: noahsarknursery@aol.com

3D CAD Models and
2D Drawings
• Design and Visualisation
• Planning Applications
• Building Regulation
Drawings
For a free initial consultation contact:
info@sketchuparchitecturaldesign.com

07814 685 519

sketchuparchitecturaldesign.com

www.

Pinkney Park. Malmesbury. Wiltshire
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Sherston W.I.

HELP!!!!!

November Round-Up
The visiting speaker for our November meeting was
Paul Jupp. Paul, who now runs his own company
called ‘Meadow in my Garden’, explained that his
passion for wildlife had started as a young boy with
The Readers’ Digest Book of British Birds and that
one of his key objectives was to encourage as many
people as possible to take part in planting wildflowers
to encourage wildlife and maintain/reinstate the
natural biodiversity of our landscapes. Paul gave us
some staggering figures about the loss of species in the
UK over the past 40 years (more than 50%) and that
one in ten UK species are currently threatened with
extinction. All of us will have noticed that we don’t see
as many hedgehogs (who, incidentally, were roaming
the earth with the dinosaurs) as we used to, but that’s
not surprising when we learnt that their numbers have
declined from the tens of millions in the 1950s to less
than one million today.
Paul’s talk was accompanied by some beautiful
birdsongs and some lovely slides of wildflower
planting, not just large-scale meadow planting but also
small areas on kerbsides, roundabouts and in gardens.
As Wiltshire residents, we were cheered to know that
our county is one of the best natural areas in the UK
for wildflowers. Paul has been providing surplus seeds
to schools to encourage children to experience the
pleasures of gardening. Along with other volunteers,
he has planted up some roundabouts and kerbsides
with wildflowers, which has, no doubt, brightened up
many a commute and trip to the shops.
Members who attended the meeting were able to
purchase some of the products sold by Paul’s company
and we’ll be watching with interest to see where all
these lovely flowers pop up in the next few years.
The next meeting of the WI will be held on Thursday
1 December in the British School Room, commencing
at 2.30pm. Nicola Clark will be providing musical
entertainment for us and this will be followed by tea
and cake. Visitors to our meetings are always welcome.
Penny Hutchings

Hello! This month I am appealing for help. One
of my tasks as Health and Wellbeing Champion is
to report anything that is just not working quite
right or anything that could be improved within our
community. Now, I am not a miracle worker and I
am not guaranteeing that I can get things changed,
but if I know about problems, I can try.
My problem is that I can’t be everywhere – I do
so miss visiting the coffee mornings and lunch clubs!
What I need is some eyes and ears in your area to let
me know if there are issues and problems affecting
your, or your friends’ and family’s lives. For example,
are there enough carers to visit the more remote
villages (trick question, I know there aren’t!)? Is
the bus service available when you need it? Is there
enough going on in your village? Would a new social
group make your life better? This is the sort of stuff
you will know but may not know where to report
it. So, could you be the person to help me? I won’t
be looking for you to attend lots of formal meetings,
but rather to expand my current network of lovely
people who can be my ‘eyes and ears’ out there and
contact me with what’s good and what’s not. Give me
a call for a chat about it – I promise that you won’t be
press-ganged into more than you want to do!
Meanwhile, as ever, I am around for general help
and support on a wide variety of issues, including
transport, mobility and safety around the home, and
reducing the feeling of loneliness. Give me a call on
07557 922020 and leave a message. I will get back to
you as soon as possible.
In the meantime, as we fast approach the festive
season, I would like to take this chance to wish you
all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and every
good wish for the New Year – 2017 already!
Ellen Blacker
Health and Wellbeing Champion

.   
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British Schoolroom
Friday 2nd December 5.30 to 7.00pm
Friday 16th December Brick Club Christmas Party
‘Bring a plate of food to share with others’
Free Entry. Fun and Games
Bible Study Group

Charming House to rent in historic Southern France
16 Rue Montmorency is a charming three-bedroom town house located in
the heart of Pezenas, a beautiful medieval market town. The house can
accommodate 6 people comfortably and was built in the 18th Century.
Constructed from ancient stone (probably from the neighbouring castle
ruins!) it comes complete with authentic touches such as decorative
wrought iron railings and sky blue wooden shutters which are a decorative
theme running through Pezenas.
Light and airy with stunning views
Number 16 is situated on the apex of a row of town houses, and so has light
on three sides as well as a roof terrace with stunning views over the old
town and Languedoc countryside. Rue Montmorency is a stone’s throw
from the bars and bistros of the vibrant old town.
Please see the website for more details www.realsouthoffrance.co.uk

Monday 5th & Mon 19th December
at Laurel House, 1 Knockdown Rd 7.30pm
All welcome

Or call Jennie Lamont on 07985443863
Quote Cliffhanger on any enquiry

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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Sherston Post Oﬃce - Get Ready for Christmas!
SHERSTON POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
We are pleased to serve you any time between 7.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday and from 8.00 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturday. No other Post Office in the area offers this service . The only time we would
recommend you avoid is between 4pm and 5pm each day when businesses call and queues are likely.
POSTING ABROAD
Weighty Problem
Sending items over 2kg abroad could cost you dear. A cheaper option could be to “split” the parcel or choose
an alternative lighter gift e.g.
1.9Kg
Royal Mail
£13.45
£19.75
£21.50

Europe
USA
Australia

2.1Kg
Royal Mail
n/a
n/a
n/a

2.1Kg
Cheapest Parcelforce
£24.66
£41.25
£58.65

Difference
£ 11.21
£ 21.50
£ 37.15

Size Matters
Even if the weight is less than 2Kg, to qualify as a “Small Parcel ” the combined “length” plus “width” plus
“depth” of your parcel must be less than 90cm (3 foot) AND the longest side less than 60 cm . Anything
outside would have to go via Parcelforce and could result in you paying considerably more (see above) .
Valuable Gifts
Standard air mail postage only carries compensation of £20 and nothing for cash. If you send a high value
item or cash please request either “Tracked or Signed ” to obtain appropriate compensation cover and additional
comfort that it will reach its destination. The cost of this service starts at only £3.00 .
Prohibited Goods
Prohibited and restricted goods span many everyday items . When considering gifts, DO NOT send body
sprays, nail varnish, perfumes and aftershaves. Some countries (e.g. Germany) do not accept any items
containing a lithium battery. A full list is available at the counter. If you are in doubt, ask.
Last Recommended Airmail Posting Dates
Saturday Dec. 3rd

Africa / Middle East

Wednesday Dec. 7th

Far East / Asia / East. Europe

Thursday Dec. 8th

Caribbean / S America

Saturday Dec 10th

Australia / NZ / Greece

Monday Dec. 12th

BFPO (static)

Wednesday Dec. 14th

Germany / Italy Poland

Thursday Dec. 15th

USA / Canada / Sweden

Friday Dec 16th

Denmark / Iceland / Norway

Friday Dec. 16 th

Switz . / Spain / Holland

Saturday Dec. 17th

Ireland / France / Belgium

POSTING WITHIN THE UK
Valuable Gifts
1st and 2nd Class post only carry compensation of £20. “Signed For” provides cover up to £50 but no tracking.
“Special Delivery” or “Parcelforce” provide a guaranteed end to end tracking service and cover up to £2,500.
Special Delivery is the onl y option that covers compensation for cash, valuable jewellery or gift vouchers .
Size and Weight Matters
The cost of a “Small Parcel” that weighs less than 2 Kg is only £2.85 2nd class. A “Medium Parcel ” costs £4.95.
Regardless of size, if the parcel weighs more than 2Kg the cheapest cost is £12.98 – A HUGE DIFFERENCE!
If you require guidance, we are happy to help .
Last Recommended UK Posting Dates
Tuesday Dec. 20 th
Second Class (including 2 nd class signed for)
Wednesday Dec. 21st
First Class (including 1 st class signed for)
Thursday Dec. 22nd

Special Delivery / Parcelforce 24

Friday December 23 rd

Special Delivery Saturday Guaranteed (extra supplement payable)

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first
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Ninebarrow concert:
Saturday 21 January

North Wiltshire Villages
Flower Club

Come along to the village hall on Saturday 21
January to chase away those winter blues with an
evening of live music brought to us by Rural Arts
Touring. Starting at 7.30pm, Ninebarrow will
transport us through mysterious folk tales, wild
landscapes and fascinating bits of history, with a dose
of humour thrown in. Suitable for all ages. Tickets on
sale in January. Licensed bar.
Profits to the Village Hall Development Fund.
www.ninebarrow.co.uk

The North Wilts Flower Club AGM was held
in October, and proved to be a positive meeting
reflecting the success of the club over the last year
and looking forward to our 45th anniversary year in
2017. This was followed by a very interesting talk on
Gardening for Bees by Sue Carter, Head Gardener
for the National Trust at Lacock, which opened our
eyes to just how many varieties of bee there are. She
also gave good tips on what to plant in flower borders
to encourage bees into our gardens.

Firewood

Future meetings
14 December: Christmas workshop. Oaksey, Village
Hall. Please note change of date and venue. Members
have the chance to make their own arrangements in
readiness for Christmas. A ‘bring and share’ supper
will conclude the evening and the very successful year.
18 January: Demonstration by Marie Mundy called
‘Let’s go to the movies - Take Two’
15 February: Annual Dinner at La Flambé. This
event will be extra special this year as the flower club
celebrates its 45th anniversary.

Do you want to know

YOUR
FAMILY HISTORY
Skeletons in the cupboard,
convicts, statesmen, rich
man, poor man,
beggar man, thief?
We all have them and they
are hiding there waiting to
be found.
Let me find them for you.

Beryl Clampton
Call anytime: 01666 841201
or 07850 623517
e-mail: beryl@clampton.com

Dry seasoned,
hardwood logs
Barn stored
any size available

Also kindling sold in nets
Delivered to your door
For more details call Steve on

01454 232941 or
07974194012

Looking back
Another successful enjoyable evening with Jonathan
Moseley was held at Country Baskets, Avonmouth,
Bristol. Jonathan managed a wonderful array of
arrangements in a short time. He used products
available at Country Baskets. This inspired us to raid
the aisles in the hope of recreating his designs. Thanks
to Jenny P for organising the evening, which raised
£400 this will be shared between Breast Cancer Care
and Prostate Cancer UK.
Flower club meetings take place at Crudwell
Village Hall (SN16 9HB) on the third Wednesday
of the month at 7.00pm for 7.30pm. If you enjoy
flowers come and join us, visitors and new members
are always welcome.
For more information please contact Margaret on
01285 770 639

RACEHORSE PURCHASER
2014 Gr. 1 Winners The Wow Signal & Garswood
2015 Gr.1 Placed performer Bossy Guest

www.richardknightbloodstockagent.com
richard@richardknightbloodstockagent.com
Mobile: 07769 349240

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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News from Holy Cross Church
There are many different ways to celebrate
Christmas in Holy Cross Church. The special
services include:
Churches Together in Sherston Carol Service,
6.00pm on 18 December. A nine-lessons and carols
format.
Crib Service, 6.00 pm on Christmas Eve. Gather
round the crib for a child-friendly service with wellknown carols and the blessing of the Crib
Midnight Christmas Communion, 11.30pm
Christmas Eve. Traditionally the first Eucharist of
Christmas.
Family Communion on Christmas Day, 10.00am.
A Christmas celebration for all ages.
On New Year’s Day there will be the usual pattern
of Sunday services, but with a particular theme of
welcoming the New Year and praying for the world.
All are welcome at this special time.
Wishing you a Happy Christmas and blessed New
Year. Christopher Bryan, Rector.

Sherston Senior Club
On 18 October we had a very interesting talk
by Ceri Cryer of Brinkworth Cheeses. Members
sampled various cheeses and we were enlightened
as to how they were created. Ceri’s presentation was
very professional and she is a most talented lady.
This was a very interesting and enjoyable afternoon.
Our next meeting was the Autumn Sale when
members supported us as always and a few nonmembers attended. We would like to extend thanks
to everyone who came as the event helped to raise
£164.40 for Club funds in just over an hour.
On 15 November members remembered
interesting items from the Queen’s reign and on 29
November, Sherston School Choir entertained us
with a magical afternoon.
Looking forward, our Christmas Lunch is at The
Old Royal Ship on 13 December.
The Club then closes for the Christmas period
and starts again on 10 January at 2.00pm in the
British School Room. This will be our AGM and
subscription renewal meeting. New members are
welcome and membership costs £15.00. We meet
every two weeks. At most meetings, we have a
speaker or entertainer and, of course, refreshments.
We also have coach trips, a garden party and a
Christmas lunch, some of which are subsidised by
the Club. We look forward to welcoming you on
10 January.
Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year

IN

STANTON COMPUTER SERVICES
We come to you!

Shear Class & Serenity
Uni-Sex Hair Salon and Beauty Salon

Sherston 01666 840840

PC repairs
Upgrades
Installation of new hardware
Wired and wireless networking
Internet and email set up and coaching
Virus cleansing
Please call Nick Greene on 01666 837850
Mobile 07887 721396
Email: nick@computerfixer.org.uk

Tuesdays - Saturdays
Late Opening and Reduced Rates for
Senior Citizens on Thursdays

For all your Hair & Beauty
Treatments
Appointments not always necessary
please call in
MATRIX

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first
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The Malmesbury Area
Community Trust
What is MACT?
Malmesbury Area Community Trust is a ‘local’
registered charity that allocates sums of money to
those on low or restricted incomes, or in financial
need in the Malmesbury Community Area.
Can we help you?
The aim of the trust is to give funds (grants) for
specific purposes or for the purchase of items, but not
usually for ongoing maintenance costs.
The following list shows some examples of previous
grants awarded. This is for guidance only and
grants may be given for other purposes or items. All
applications are considered.
• Disability scooter
• Older and disabled people’s aids
• Older and vulnerable people’s community event
• Essential household equipment, eg water boiler,
fridge, cooker
• Play and other equipment for young children
with special needs, including a sensory tent
• School uniform
• School trips
• Musical instruments and tuition fees for young
people
• Support for sports and other activities
• Further study books
• Travel and other costs for college, university or
other study
• Apprenticeship costs
In an emergency, we are able to make grants quickly,
up to a maximum of £500.
For more information or to make an application
visit www.mact.org.uk or email Phil Rice using the
email form on the ‘contact’ page or via philrice@
lineone.net. Alternatively please write to MACT, Phil
Rice, The First, Milbourne Lane, Malmesbury, SN16
9JH or telephone 824007 or 07979 694981.

A Date for Boondocks Festival
2017……… ?
…. sadly, not folks! After two truly amazing
Boondocks Festivals the team have decided to take
2017 off.
Why? Well running the festival requires a huge
amount of work for all the team (many man months)
and it’s run on a voluntary basis, so it’s a really big ask
of the people involved to commit to doing it every year.
The crew would love to bring the festival back in
2018 but even with the massive amount of community
support and volunteer effort that goes into it only just
breaks even. So they are going to spend a fair bit of
2017 trying to figure out how to make the numbers
add up in 2018.
Neil Muttock, one of the festival directors, said
that ‘the problem we have is we have put on a really
professional festival for a bargain price, so it’s hard
to know how we improve from there! Obviously, we
could just put the ticket prices up to reflect the quality
of the music and production but we’d like to keep it
accessible if we can’
He added ‘Maybe we could get external funding
like Phoenix Festival in Cirencester or CalneFest in
Calne where the town council foots the bill, or it could
be something like Nibley Festival in Gloucestershire
where a large local employer sponsors the festival, so
if anyone has any ideas on how we could make that
happen get in touch!’
So bad news for festival types in 2017 but hopefully
back with a bang in 2018, and as ever there is more
information on Facebook etc (www.facebook.com/
TheBoondocksFestival) .

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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The Angel: Under new ownership
There was a very big change to the Angel Hotel last
month, as Mike who had been the General Manager
for the past four months decided to take over the
business. This move has been welcomed by Caroline
and Paul who have decided to step back and let
Mike take on this new challenge. Mike has been in
hospitality all his life and has some big plans for the
Angel Hotel in the months and years to come.
Mike explains: ‘I fell in love with the hotel from the
first moment I took a look at the place. The support
from the people of Sherston has been amazing. I
hope I will have their continued support in my
new business... I have a great team of staff, without
whom, I could not take on this challenge and we are
all looking forward to making a name for ourselves
within the community... I plan to do a lot for the
village so I encourage everyone to call in any time to
say hello, if they have not already been in. I am very
excited about this takeover so stay tuned!’
We are open every day from 8.00am until 11.00pm,
serving breakfast from 8.00am until 11.00am, and
lunch and dinner from 12.00noon until 9.00pm.We
have a full bar, including beers, cider and ales. All our
food is locally sourced.
Our restaurant is open every Thursday, Friday and
Saturday from 6.00pm till 9.00pm, and for Sunday
lunch 12.00noon until 3.30pm. The restaurant can

also be booked for private functions, seating up to
50 guests, with options to include exclusive use of
the whole building. So, whether you are looking to
book a private party, conference or your wedding,
do get in touch.
We are currently developing our promotions to
support the local village, as well as attract a wider
audience. Please ‘like’ our Facebook page and stay
tuned for the following:
Children’s play area and movie room - to be
launched in December.
Wine on Wednesdays: Every Wednesday from 7
December, bring a friend and enjoy a bottle of wine
plus a sharing platter with 20% off.
Pop-up Beauty Salon: Every Wednesday from
7 December, Belissimo of Malmesbury will be
bringing their salon here. From 6.00pm, enjoy a
large glass of wine with your treatment. Packages
start from £20. Pre-booking advised to avoid
disappointment via Dawn on 07807 238127.
In addition, we are now taking bookings for
Christmas and New Year’s Eve. Our Christmas Day
festive three-course menu is £29.95 per person and
our big New Year’s dinner and dance night is £50
per head to include drinks reception, three-course
meal and live music to follow.

+4#73.,
Andrew James Quality Travel prides
itself on always providing a high level of
service, attention to detail for any event
or trip and providing perfectly presented,
clean and valeted vehicles.
Its team of staff will ensure the success of
any occasion, advising and assisting with
the arrangements.
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So if you adore great brands, but dislike high prices, you will love Clarks Village.

Take a stroll through the market on Tuesday and you will find tradesmen selling all
kinds of goods, from local produce to crafted works of art.

TETBURY 08:30

MALMESBURY 08:45

SHERSTON 09:00

With over 200 stalls visitors come from far and wide to enjoy this indoor and
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To book please telephone 01666 825655

Telephone: 01666 825655
Email: ajcoaches@andrew-james.co.uk Website: andrew-james.co.uk
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Sherston School
Forest Club
Sherston School Forest School Club has been
helping to spread the message about the link between
storm drains and our rivers and pollution by working
with the Bristol & Avon River Trust and participating
in their ‘Yellowfish’ project. We were pleased to
welcome Harriet Alvis (an ex-Sherston pupil) to a
recent session and she explained to the children how
any waste entering outdoor drains can go directly to
the nearest stream, river or lake, causing pollution
and killing aquatic wildlife. To raise awareness in the
village, the children enthusiastically marked storm
drains in the vicinity of the school with painted
yellow fish and we put up explanatory posters.
We then set off to the Sherston Avon for the children
to become citizen scientists by assessing phosphate
and nitrate levels in the water. The children collected
river samples to use in colour dip tests and awaited
the results. Many children were very excited to see
their samples turn a very bright shade of pink!
Harriet explains: ‘Phosphate and nitrate are
essential for plant life and healthy rivers. However,
too much can cause excessive algae and plant growth,
which can smother rivers, reducing oxygen in the
water and therefore biodiversity. This is known as
eutrophication. Nutrients can come from waste-

water, agriculture, urban run-off, as well as some
from natural sources such as weathering of rocks and
groundwater. Using the simple colour dip tests, the
children found low levels of phosphates but higher
than normal (and higher than the nearby Luckington
Brook) levels of nitrates. These results will help Bristol
Avon Rivers Trust to better understand how nutrients
vary across the Sherston area in the future and help
to direct future water quality improvement works.
Thanks to the Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership
and the Halpin Charitable Trust for funding BART’s
work in the area.’
Thank you to Harriet too, for a really fun and
informative afternoon, from which the children went
home to pass on the important message that storm
drains link directly to rivers. Please remember, only
rain down the drain!
Niki Walden – Forest School Leader & Outdoor
Learning Specialist
nikiwalden-forestschool@hotmail.co.uk
For the Widest Range of Bedding,
Hanging Basket & Patio Plants in the Area
FOXLEY ROAD NURSERIES
Herbaceous Perennials & Alpines
Vegetable and Herb Plants
Foxley Road, Malmesbury
Tel: 822171 www.foxleyroadnurseries.co.uk

McTimoney Chiropractic
Tolsey Surgery, Sherston
A gentle & eective treatment for
back, neck & shoulder pain,
migraines, sports injuries & more
Emma Newby BSc MMCA
01666 841 402
www.mctimoneychiro.co.uk

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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Moviola@Grittleton
Village Hall
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Wednesday 7 December

Finding Dory [PG]
Dory, the forgetful blue fish from Finding Nemo,
has been looking for her parents ever since she got
lost as a baby. Finding Dory takes place about a year
after the first film, and features returning favourites
Marlin, Nemo and the Tank Gang, among others.
Set, in part, along the California coastline, the story
also welcomes a host of new characters, including a
few who will prove to be a very important part of
Dory’s life. With the voices of Ellen DeGeneres, Idris
Elba, Diane Keaton, Michael Sheen, and Dominic
West.
Tickets £6 adults/£3 children from Lesley on 01249
783157 or email l_palmer@btinternet.com Doors
open 6.00pm, programme starts at 6.30pm.
A very merry Christmas and peaceful New Year to
you all. Thanks for your support in 2016.
Details of our 2017 winter/spring films will be in
January’s Cliffhanger.

Small Ads

Tel: 01666 840 042 Mob: 07720 717 902
www.sharpeswindowsanddoors.co.uk

MAN FOR
ALL SEASONS

You can now advertise
WILL UNDERTAKE
Freelance
items for sale or wanted in the
ALL HOUSE/GARDEN
Tetbury
Bookkeeper
Cliffhanger including services
MAINTENANCE
Philippa Lark
required such as gardening or
NO JOB TOO SMALL
cleaning. Cost is £2 for up to
From
20 words. Copy should be in
CUTTING HEDGES,
WEEDING THE GARDEN
paper form and put through the
& CUTTING DOWN TREES
letterbox at 37 High Street by
* Local References *
To
the 15th of the month together
PAINTING & SMALL JOBS
Keep
accountancy
costs
down
with
with £2 in cash.
IN THE HOUSE
excellent quality bookkeeping records
All monies raised will be
ALL
MACHINERY
PROVIDED
www.tetburybookkeeper.co.uk
donated to charity..
- LOG SPLITTER AVAILABLE
01666 505824
Private advertisers only please –
07771 914512
01666 825463
no businesses.
Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first
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A Festive Feast of Christmas Music
The Malmesbury Singers Christmas Concert will
take place on Saturday 10 December at 7.30pm in
Malmesbury Abbey. Entitled ‘Gloria’, the programme
highlights three magnificent Glorias by Pergolesi,
Puccini and contemporary composer Bob Chilcott,
together with a varied mix of carols – traditional and
new – with some interesting twists on old favourites.
‘Gloria is a word that features more than most
in all forms of music celebrating Christmas, from
traditional carols, such as Ding dong merrily on
high or Angels from the realms of glory, through to
modern works by recent or living composers. The
famous words from St Luke’s Gospel, “Glory to
God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill
towards men”, convey the uplifting and optimistic
message of the Christmas story. Our three Glorias
are all youthful, irrepressibly joyous and upbeat,’ says
musical director Iain Duffin.
The choir is delighted to be joined by Rupert
Drury, who will sing the tenor solo in a performance
of the Gloria from the Messa di Gloria by Puccini.
Following a prestigious musical education, Rupert
has given regular solo recitals, in addition to taking
leading roles in opera and oratorio, most recently
with the Bath Opera.

Also making a guest appearance is the Celebration
Jazz Quartet, a group of local musicians drawn
from the Celebration Jazz Band, which has given
successful performances both at home and abroad.
As well as accompanying the choir in a performance
of the Gloria from Chilcott’s A Little Jazz Mass, the
quartet will play jazz settings of O Holy Night and
O for a closer walk with thee. So this is definitely a
programme with something to appeal to everyone!

Foxley Plumbing & Heating
Oil Boiler Installation, Servicing and Repairs
Oil Tank Replacement
Heating Installation and Repairs
Bathroom Installations
Unvented Cylinder Systems
No Job Too Small

Tim Hibbard
Malmesbury (01666) 822863
Mobile 07966 462202
Email foxleyph@btinternet.com

HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS GET
THE MOST FROM
COUNTRY LIVING
FOR GENERATIONS

CC FITNESS

PERSONAL TRAINING
BECOME HEALTHY & HEART STRONG
LOSE WEIGHT FOR CHRISTMAS
GAIN RESULTS THAT LAST!
1 TO 1 & SMALL GROUPS, “I bring the gym to you”!
INITIAL CONSULTATION IS FREE
NUTRITIONAL ASSESSMENT INCLUDED
ED
D
Call Christina on 07549 935831
Email: ccfitness4u@gmail.com
christinacroftfitness.co.uk

VISIT OUR
COUNTRY STORE
Open to the public and
trade customers
Animal Feeds
Animal Bedding
Gardening Equipment
Country Clothing
Footwear

HAIR BY JULES
High Quality Mobile Hairdressing service for Sherston and the surrounding
villages, providing all your needs, even wash basin and towels.
Senior Citizens on any day:
Wet Cuts £15.00
Shampoo & Set £12.50
Cut & Blow dry £33.00
Cut Shampoo & Set £24.50
Perms: Half Head £35.00 including S&S or Blow dry
Full Head £45.00 including S&S or Blow dry
Colours, T,Sec, Full Head Roots.. Full Head Foils ...Gents Cuts..

I would love to hear from you...

Please call JULES 07581790110
or email yewtree04@btinternet.com

COUNTRY
STORE

Sherston Works
Knockdown
Tetbury Glos GL8 8QY
01454 238181
www.thwhite.co.uk

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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Battle of Sherston stocking ﬁllers on
sale at Sherston Market 17 December
In case you missed them on the day, the set of unique
souvenirs produced to mark the Battle of Sherston
Millennium will be on sale at Sherston Market in the
village Hall on Saturday 17 December.
All profits go to covering the costs of the event
and to Shesrton 1016, raising money for local good
causes, this year donating to the Village Hall Fund
and the Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
If you can’t make it to the Market the souvenirs are
still available from Paul at Compass Graphic Design
in the Old School (door opposite Shear Class).

GREETINGS CARD SET 4 £6

MILLENNIUM COINS £2
JIGSAW £6
MUGS £5

The Old School, High Street, Sherston SN16 6LL.

The UK’s largest selection of wines from
South West France from £4.99.
Over 200 vintage wines from Bordeaux, Rioja and Port
from the 1930’s to 2000. We specialise in stocking and
sourcing wines for presents and special occasions including
large formats.
Range of regional foods from France, Italy and the UK.
Open evenings, weekends and bank holidays.
Tuesday to Friday
5pm-8pm
Saturday
10am-8pm
Sunday
12am-4pm
Free
 0SGEPHIPMZIV]JSVFSXXPIWERHSZIV
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sale of good quality vintage wines.
We also hold private or corporate wine and food tastings
for 4-40 people. Why not have a private tasting dinner
party at your house?
For telephone orders and specialist advice please
call Neil on 07976 776359.

HMH CONTRACTING LTD
General Builders
Tel 01666 841412
Email info@hmhbs.co.uk
*Extensions
*New Builds
*Kitchens
*Bathrooms
*Listed Buildings and Renovations
*Architectural Design and Planning Service

COMPLETE BUILDING SOLUTIONS FROM START TO FINISH
In Association with Partridge Architectural Services 07833433872
Email drawings@partridgehouse.co.uk

www.balconyhousecellars.com

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first
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Groups and Regular Events in and around Sherston
Holy Cross Church

The Coﬀee Shop - Fair Trade tea and coffee with homemade

biscuits biscuits and brownies - Open Thurs 9.30 am – 12 noon till
Easter
Sunday services 1st and 4th Sundays - Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday
Worship Together - a service for all age groups preceded by breakfast at
9am, 3rd Sunday - Family Service preceded by breakfast at 9am See the
Parish Life for more details
Mustard Seeds is a Saturday morning club for children aged 4 and over,
from 10am – 12noon twice a month. Contact Becky Fisher 07974
030212 or becky.fisher@deanery.org.uk.

Footpaths group ‘Sherston Walks - a guide to local rights
of way’, featuring 10 local walks and is now on sale at the post office.
If you would like to learn more about the footpath group and perhaps
take part in some of its activities please come along to a meeting. For
further information contact Maggie Harries on 841047 or maggie@
harriespartnership.com Now online @ www.sherstonwalks.org.uk

Forest School Club

Weekly outdoor activities during
term time at both Sherston and Luckington School and further fun
extended sessions during school holidays. For further information
please contact nikiwalden-forestschool@hotmail.co.uk

Fresh Air Fitness

Schoolroom Services at 11am apart from 1st Sun 4pm. Brick Club
alternate Fridays 5.30 – 7pm All services are led or hosted by Pastor
Andrew Williams-Tarling. Contact awtcharfield@hotmail.co.uk or
07921 390878 (or find us on Facebo.

A bootcamp-style, fun outdoor workout
suitable for all levels. Sherston Rec Fridays 9-10am Book with Stuart
07986 003602 or stuart@pulse4life.co.uk
The Help a Hedgehog Hospital charity has a
satellite hospital in Tetbury.Mary Hinton 07779 299224
www.helpahedgehog.org

Methodist Church Services every Sunday at 10.30am

Ingleburn Trefoil Guild

Congregational Church - in The British

apart from 3rd Sunday in the month when service is held at
Luckington. For further details see the Parish Life

Gauzebrook Church for Children

Children are welcome at all the services which are held in the
Gauzebrook Group churches but there are some occasions which
are particularly for them: Junior Church is held at Court House,
Hullavington. This is for children from 3 to 11+. Any children under
3 need to be accompanied by an adult.
Contact Becky Fisher 07974 030212 or becky.fisher@deanery.org.uk

Little Lights Every term time, 10.30 am in Hullavington

church. Children aged 0-5 and their parents/carers come from across
the Group, including Sherston, for songs, crafts, activities, Bible
stories and snack time. Any questions, contact Chantal on 837522

Easton Grey Parish Church
See Parish Life for details of services

Sunday Newspapers

On sale 8am - 11am every Sunday in Sherston village hall.
provides a voluntary car service for residents living in the
Malmesbury area, taking those in need to hospital, the chiropodist,
GPs’ surgeries and to visit sick relatives. For further information,
prospective volunteers can contact Link co-ordinator and volunteer
support officer Fee Knowles on 837967 or feeknowles@btinternet.com

Link

Ancient Order of Sherston Mangold Hurlers
Why not join us and discover the joys of mangold hurling and all its
traditions? For further information email ebeplaced@aol.com.

Ashtanga Yoga class

Fridays 10.30-11.15am in the village hall. Contact Stuart for
more information or to book a place on 07986 003602 or stuart@
pulse4life.co.uk. Starts 9 September 2016.

Castle Combe Colts Football Club

Join
a charter standard club with CRB checked FA qualified coaches,
fantastic playing & training facilities and a healthy inclusive culture –
take a free 4 week taster session. Currently recruiting for the following
age groups: Mini-Kickers (Rec/Y1) U10 (Y5) U11 (Y6). Tel 837286
or secretary@cccfc.co.uk www.cccfc.co.uk

Charity Bingo

In aid of a different local charity each month
on the 3rd Friday at 7.30 for 8pm start in the village hall. 50p entry
and 30p a book. Light refreshments available.

Church bell ringing Practices are every Wednesday 7.30

- 9.00pm. Call Geoff Martin 840375 or come along.

Dance classes at The Scout Hut

Fun and
friendly classes for children to learn ballet and/or jazz on Tuesday
afternoons during term time Preschool/infant ballet 3.30 - 4pm, Jazz
4 - 4.30pm. Junior ballet 4.30 - 5pm, Jazz 5 - 5.30pm All abilities
welcome. For more information please call Abigail on 07720 396195.

Drawing Classes in Sherston

Classes are held in the British Schoolroom during term times Weds either
10am to 12noon or 1.30 to 3.30pm. Students have individual attention and
the classes are friendly and welcoming. We work on observational drawing in a
range of media, pencil, watercolour crayon and pastel; subjects include plants
and flowers, natural objects and still life groups. For further information please
contact Heather Martin heather@geoffmartin.plus.com or phone 840375

Eudo Tae Kwon Do

Thursdays 7-9pm in Sherston primary school hall. For details contact
Simon Penfold 824773.

Hogwards

Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, usually at St. Mary’s
School Tetbury at 7.30 p.m. Lifts are available for non-drivers in the
Sherston/Malmesbury area. Details from Helen Price, 503187 or
retreatcottage17@btinternet.com

Malmesbury Area Board Meeting
For details see www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards

Malmesbury Concert Band

Rehearsals on Fri evenings in Malmesbury, 7.15 – 9.15pm. The band
performs at local Bandstands, public concerts, etc. and is always on the
look-out for brass and woodwind players (and percussion and string
bass or bass guitar) of reasonable sight-reading ability. For further
details and to ascertain current vacancies see our website http://www.
freewebs.com/malmesburyconcertband/ and/or contact Tony Fleming,
the Musical Director, on 575229 or tony@jacfleming.plus.com

Malmesbury Community Choir

The Malmesbury Community Choir is a non-audition performing
choir that meets for rehearsals in the Old School Room at the Town
Hall every Monday evening from 7.30-9.30pm. The waiting list is
currently full for ladies, but we would always welcome extra men
and young people between 14-21 years old. Membership is £50 per
quarter, but membership for U18s is free and U21s is half price. For
further information please email
info@malmesburycommunitychoir.org, visit the website at
www.malmesburycommunitychoir.org or
www.facebook.com/MalmesburyCommunityChoir.

Malmesbury Embroiderer’s Guild

The local branch holds monthly meetings at Little Somerford
Village Hall. On alternate months there are Saturday workshops
on a wide range of topics, and on the intervening dates there is a
Tuesday evening talk at 7.30pm. We always welcome newcomers
and occasional visitors, although prebooking is essential for the
workshops. Just turn up for the talks – non members £5.
For further information please phone Heather Martin 840375 or
www.malmesburyembroiderers.blogspot.com

Malmesbury Luncheon Club
Over 60s meet every Wednesday at midday in the Wesleyan Room of
Malmesbury Town Hall for a chat and a 2 course lunch followed by
tea or coffee. £3.50. Please call Helen Churchill on 840080 if you’d
like to attend. New members most welcome. Volunteers also needed
to prepare and serve lunch, no washing up.

Malmesbury Film Society

Memorable new, classic and foreign films are shown at 7.30pm every
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Mary’s Hall, Malmesbury - no booking
or membership necessary. Join us for unique films and an enjoyable
evening out. See our website www.malmesburyfilmsociety.org.uk for
details on all upcoming films.

Malmesbury Villages Community Partnership
For details contact Woody Allen 390110 mark.allen@allenclan.co.uk

Malmesbury Rainbows, Brownies & Guides
For details contact the Division Commissioner at malmesbury@
wncounty.org.uk

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club

(affiliated to National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies NAFAS) meets at 7.30pm on the third Wed evening of most months of the
year at Crudwell Village Hall. Join members come from the surrounding
villages to hear speakers and enjoy floristry demonstrations and do
workshops and competitions. Call Margaret Stanford on 01285 770 639 to
answer any queries or give information about forthcoming events.

Parish Council Meeting

SH.o.C.C. The choir meets at 7.30pm each Wednesday

The Rattlebone Boules League

Sherston Photography Forum

Takes place on the 2nd
Thursday each month at 7.30pm in the village hall. Minutes of
meetings can be read online at www.sherston.org.uk. Further details
contact Sarah Wood on 840197 or clerk@sherston.org.uk
Consists of 48
teams playing in 3 Leagues. Contact Tony Towle on 840574.

Red Bull Inn Boules

Friendly boules club at the Red
Bull Inn (Malmesbury Rd) - meets every Thurs at 7.15pm – any level.
For the more competitive members, there is a team playing in the
Cotswold Pétanque league. To enter, please contact Sue McKechnie
on 840601 or susannemckechnie@hotmail.com.uk
Meets at 2pm in the British School Room every
other Tuesday. Closes mid Dec, starts again on 10 Jan
Fundraising for local good causes and charities.
Contact sherston1016@gmail.com or Martin Jacques 07717 424619

Senior Club
Sherston 1016

Sherston Baby and Toddler Group

The group is a fun way for babies, toddlers and their parents to meet
and play. We meet 10-11.30am each Tues in the British School Room
with toys for all stages from wrigglers to toddlers, craft activities, music
and snacks for all, not to mention a much-needed cup of tea/coffee
for the deserving parent. For further details contact Anna Glassborow,
sherstontoddlergroup@gmail.com or alternative like us on Facebook for
regular updates www.facebook.com/sherston.toddlers

Sherston Badminton Club We play every Tuesday

evening from 7.30pm in the Village Hall from September to the end of
May. – New members welcome. For more information contact David
Boyle 841587 or email djboyle@hotmail.com

Sherston Brownies Meet every Wednesday during term

time 5.45 – 7pm in the Scout Hut. All girls are welcome to join after
their 7th birthday, but there is a waiting list. Visit www.girlguiding.
org.uk and follow the parents link to register your interest, for all other
queries contact Tawny Owl (Nicky) at nicky.gray@btinternet.com

1st Sherston Cub Scout Pack

Membership of
the Cub Pack is open to those between 8 and 10 ½ years old. The Pack
has regular meetings on Friday nights in term times from 6.30pm to
8.00pm. There is a waiting list for Cubs, and those interested should
email sherstoncubsandscouts@gmail.com to obtain an application form’

1st Sherston (John Rattlebone) Scout Troop
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in the British Schoolroom Starts again 11 Jan. £3 per session - All
welcome. Further information from Lucy Lawrance on 840778 (evenings)
or lucy@sherston.plus.com or have a look at our Facebook page.

A monthly group has formed in Sherston for anyone with an interest in
photography 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
For details call Nick Holland on 841019 or nholland63@btinternet.com

Sherston Pilates

Classes held on Wednesday afternoons
and evenings in the village hall. Run by Saara Sharman, Chartered
Physiotherapist. All ages and abilities welcome. For more details
contact Saara on 07739552336 or sherstonpilates@gmail.com

Sherston Tennis Club

The tennis courts are located
on Knockdown Road, open to all over the winter. Children’s Sat am
coaching will start after Easter. If you would like to be emailed with
details nearer the time, please contact Sophie Cheetham on 07786
990045 or sophcheetham@gmail.com. If you’re interested in joining
the club or using the courts, please contact Nic Riley on 840682 or
nic50riley@gmail.com.

Sherston Theatre Club Excursions with a Sherston

High Street-to-venue return coach service. Annual fee £20. Listings
under www.communigate.co.uk/wilts/sherstontheatreclub/ or contact
Helen Quirk on 840516 or helenandjim@thequirks.plus.com

Sherston Velo A new cycling club formed of enthusiastic road

cyclists from Sherston and the surrounding area - formally accredited by
British Cycling at the end of 2014. There are regular rides each Saturday
and Sunday morning with a fast paced group leaving first for an hour,
followed by a longer club run. For membership and other information
about the club, visit the website www.sherstonvelo.cc or email Mark
Walsh at secretary@sherstonvelo.cc

Sherston Village Hall

Available for hire by all. Ideal
for meetings, events, parties etc. For details Chris and Tony Weedon
841377 or email dogleg3@gmail.com

Sherston W.I. Meetings on first Thursday of month Mar - Sept
in the Village Hall (except Apr due Spring Play) at 7.30pm and Nov/Dec/
Feb/Apr in the British Schoolroom at 2.30pm. No meetings Oct or Jan.
New programme in Mar. Visitors always most welcome £3.50. Further
information: Secretary 840578

Is open to young people from the village and surrounding parish
from the ages of 10 ½ to 13 ½. We meet at the Scout hut on Tuesday
nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm during school term times. To join
contact Riaan van Rooyen riaan@pulse-software.co.uk There is
currently a small waiting list to join.

Sherston Young Craft Group Every Monday

Sherston Whitewall Explorers

Bristol’s
Pumped dance school is running classes in Sherston Village Hall every
Thurs. It’s a fun, high energy dance class for girls and boys. The 4-6
year old class will run from 4.30pm to 5.15pm, with 7-11 year olds
from 5.15pm to 6.15pm. Drop in for £5 per class, £16 pay monthly –
or two siblings for £9 per week. Email Claire to register your interest
at info@dancepumped.co.uk or just pop in, more details www.
dancepumped.co.uk

You don’t need to have previously been a member of scouts or guides
to join us, just be aged between 13 ½ and 18 and free between
8.30 and 10pm on a Friday night during term time; for further
information please contact Darren Walsh - 841043 or Ewan Blair
–840096 – whitewallexplorers@googlemail.com

Westonbirt Guides Meet in Querns Hall, Rosehill

School, Westonbirt 5pm – 7pm every Wednesday. Sherston Brownies
tend to come along if they don’t join Scouts. Details from Ann Bye,
01454 218152, ann.bye@virgin.net

Sherston Drama Group

The Drama group puts on plays and pantomimes in the Village Hall.
If you are interested in taking part or helping out contact Richard
Skeffington (Chairman) r.a.skeffington@gmail.com Tel. 840092

6.45 – 8.15pm in the village hall (children 9 years and over). £3 (incl all
materials) per evening paid in advance of each half term. To join, please
contact Minnie Hulme on 841118 or email hulmessherston@sky.com

Street Dance classes in Sherston

Tetbury Camera Club Meets every Tues evening from
Sept to end of May at 7.30pm in The Priory Inn, Tetbury. For more
information and current programme visit http://tetburycameraclub.
org.uk/ or call Liz Cooper 840482. Visitors welcome.

WEA Sherston Arts, Literature and History Courses

Sherston Town FC The club play in the Stroud league at

The WEA (Workers’s Education Association) offers courses on the
Arts, Literature and History in the British School Room, Cliff Road.
For more information or to book a place contact Warwick or Pat
Jones on warwickandpatjones@gmail.com

Sherston Swimming Club

For an annual subscription
of only £6, give yourself the opportunity of winning a cash prize in every
monthly draw whilst supporting the Village Hall. If you would like to join,
or need more information, contact the coordinator, Lin Prior on 840846.

Knockdown Park on Saturday afternoons - spectators and new players
welcome. Contact Pete Brock on 07912 777647 or
peter.brock666@btinternet.com

Want to get fit? Lose weight? Our Club is a friendly and sociable
group open to anyone of any swimming ability. We swim at
Westonbirt Leisure Centre on Wednesday evenings from 8 – 9 pm.
Everyone swims at their own pace although there is a lane for faster
swimmers. £45 for 10 weeks. For further information please phone
Maggie (840969), Annabel on 840592 or Heather (840375).

Sherston Magna Cricket Club

Junior nets and
Senior nets at 6.30pm on Tues nights at Pinkney Park. If you would like
to get involved with local cricket please email cricket@sherstonmagnacc.
co.uk or visit the website www.sherstonmagnacc.co.uk

Sherston Netball Club

Training every Monday 7.30pm
at Westonbirt Leisure Centre. All ages and abilities welcome. £3 per
session. For more info, please contact Ailsa (07971 845206), Lauren
(07885 597429), Saara (07739 552336) or Kate (07792 064438).

Village Hall 300+ Club

Wiltshire Walks The walk lasts approximately 45 minutes

and often ends with a cup of tea or coffee. Further information
contact Sarah Sims on sarah.sims@wiltshire.gov.uk or 07846100233.
For a full list of walking groups in Wiltshire please visit
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/getwiltshirewalking.

Wild Yoga

from 31 Oct 7.45-9.15pm in the village hall. Drop in
rate £9 reducing to £7.50 if you take up the course. Contact Theo 07818
401110 or theo@wildyoga.co.uk
If you run a club, society or organisation in Sherston that holds regular events such as
the above and wishes to be listed, please supply your details and we will add them to the
Regular events list. If you have a particular event then please write a short piece about it
and we can include it as an article and put the details in the What’s On list for that month.
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WHAT’S ON
Dates for your diary 2017
February
4 FSS Quiz
If you’re planning a community event in the parish why
not let the Cliffhanger have the basic details as soon as
possible? Email info@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk to add
the event to this list. Everyone will then know what’s
occurring in good time and it will help prevent events
clashing.

Sherston
Sherston Market

Local crafts and produce which vary each month, cake stalls
including Aunt Addie’s Farm Project fresh local vegetables and
cheeses from Brinkworth Dairy. Last monthly market – 2017 look
out for pop up markets Every month a free stall in the lobby is
made available to local charity or voluntary group to raise funds this month Battle of Sherston souvenirs will be on sale on behalf
of local good causes group Sherston 1016. Sat 17 Dec 10am-2pm
Village hall For further details call 07887 814843 or 07769 613627
or email info@awkwardsquad.co.uk or visit www.sherstonmarket.co.uk
or www.facebook.com/pages/Sherston-Market/195319400641324

The Angel

Under New Management now Check facebook for details
Pop Up Nail Bar Every Wed from 7 Dec from 6pm,
BELLISSIMO of Malmesbury offer treatments starting at £20. Free
large glass of wine. Pre-booking advised to avoid disappointment
via Dawn on 07807 238127
New Years dinner and dance night drinks reception, 3 course meal
and live music to follow £50 per head
COMING SOON to the Angel New kids play area and movie
room ‘Family Friendly Fridays’
Check boards for more details of events or call 840039 or visit
www.sherston-angel.co.uk/

The Carpenter’s Arms

Loads of events planned for Dec - Check boards for details
For further details call 840665 or visit
www.facebook.com/carpenters.armssherston

The Rattlebone Inn

Monday Quiz Nights Every Monday at 7:30pm Free entry and
prizes for the winning team

Live Music: Nobody’s Business Sat 17 Dec 9pm
Rattlebone Christmas Party with the Dodington Brass Band
Thurs 22 Dec 7.30pm
Live Music: The Killertones Boxing Day
The Legendary New Year’s Eve Party - this year’s theme Sci-Fi
with DJ Longmouse from 9pm
For further details call 840871 or follow on Twitter
#GavinHunt@Therattlebone or visit www.therattlebone.co.uk

Art Exhibition
at Shear Class Salon

Call in and see a selection of paintings by local artists Anyone can
call in to see them – you don’t have to be attending the salon.

Church events

Churches Together in Sherston Carol Service 6pm on 18 Dec. A
nine lessons and carols format
Crib Service 6pm on Christmas Eve. Gather round the crib for
a child-friendly service with well-known carols and the blessing of
the Crib
Midnight Christmas Communion 11.30 pm Christmas Eve.
Traditionally the first Eucharist of Christmas
Family Communion on Christmas Day 10am A Christmas
celebration for all ages. It’s a great way for the whole family to have
fun and food together and engage with the Christian story in a
more informal way than can sometimes be possible in church.
Burial Register on display in Holy Cross Church on Sat 14 Jan
from 10am to 12 noon. If your family has lived in Sherston since
the late 19th century you may like to see any information about
them which is in the Register, which was first used in 1877. In the
new year this is going to be taken to the Wiltshire and Swindon
History Centre (WSHC) in Chippenham and will go into their
archives for safe storage, along with all the other old parish registers
from Sherston
Church of the Holy Cross
For further details call Rev Susan Harvey 840696 or
susan.harvey44@hotmail.com

Sherston WI Talks

Christmas Tea with Nicola Clark A Musical Entertainment 1 Dec
2.30pm BSR If new to the village come and make new friends.
Visitors always welcome - £3.50
Members’ New Year Lunch 5 Jan No meeting in January
AGM 2 Feb 2.30pm BSR
For further details call Jill Woodward 840578 or
jillwoodward222@btinternet.com

Sherston Senior Club

Christmas Lunch 13 Dec at The Old Royal Ship
AGM and subscription renewal meeting 10 Jan at 2pm in the
BSR Every two weeks. At most meetings we have a speaker or
entertainer and of course refreshments. We also have Coach
Trips, a Garden party and a Christmas lunch. Some of which, are
subsidised by the Club.

Treatments that help soften the fine lines and wrinkles on your face:
• Free personal consultation
• Forehead lines, frown lines, crows feet
• Skin rejuvenation, scar and blemish reduction
• Treatment for excessive underarm sweating

Dr Pip Pettit

BM FRCGP Aesthetic Practitioner, Sherston, Wiltshire

Tel: 0788 7582 233

www.perfectly-you-aesthetics.co.uk

This and all previous issues are available to view and download at www.sherston.org.uk
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New members are always welcome Annual fee £15 which
covers most meetings and discounts on the outings and other
events. We meet every two weeks at 2.30pm in summer and
2.00pm in winter in the British School Room Visitors are
welcome to the meetings £2 per visit, includes tea and biscuits.
Visitors are welcome to any of the outings space permitting.
British School Room For further details call Helen Quirk
840516 Please contact Pearl Dyer 01666 840619 to reserve a
place on the outings

Sue’s Strolls

Sun 8 Jan Please assemble at the village hall for 10am with
a return Rattlebone Inn just around 12noon for seasonal
refreshments. As ever children and well behaved dogs, the latter
on leads, are very welcome. The walk is entirely free and there
is no need to book a place – just turn up on the day. This is a
PHEW ! event see www.legacymalmesbury.org.uk
For further details call Sue McKechnie 840601 or
susannemckechnie@hotmail.co.uk or visit
www.legacymalmesbury.org.uk

Sherston Theatre Club

AGM Mon 18 Jan at 7.30pm We have a varied programme with
a Sherston to venue coach pick-up - new members welcome subscription £20
British School Room For further details call Helen Quirk 840516

Friends of Sherston School

Annual Fundraising Quiz Night Save the date Sat 4 Feb Raffle
and auction. Bar opens 7.30pm Quiz starts at 8pm £20 for a
team of up to 4 All proceeds to Sherston School
Sherston Village Hall For further details call Tickets on sale at the
Post Office or call Emma 841402 or email emmanewby@gmail.com

Worker’s Educational
Association (WEA) Art,
Literature and Music courses

WEA Courses for 2016-17 New Literature and Art courses from
the Workers Educational Association return to Sherston for the
Autumn and Winter The courses offer the opportunity to learn
more about interesting topics from expert tutors in an informal
and convivial setting
Paul Chapman presents the intriguing Down Under: The Art of
Australia an introductory look at how art in Australia developed
from European painting in the early days of the colony towards
the modernist painters of an independent nation in the 20th
century This course has 6 meetings from Fri 6 Jan to Fri 10 Feb
2017, 10am - 12.15pm £50
British Schoolroom For further details call Enquiries and bookings
contact Warwick or Pat Jones on 840764 or
warwickandpatjones@gmail.com or visit www.wea.org.uk/

Rural Arts Wiltshire

NINEBARROW - in aid of Sherston Village Hall Chase away
those winter blues with an evening of live music brought to us
by Rural Arts Touring. Ninebarrow will transport us through
mysterious folk tales, wild landscapes and fascinating bits of
history, with a dose of humour thrown in. Suitable for all ages.
Tickets on sale in January. Licensed bar. Profits to the Village Hall
Development Fund.
Village Hall For further details call www.ninebarrow.co.uk or visit
www.ruralartswiltshire.org.uk

Fundraiser for
Sherston Village Hall Repairs
Brush up the Bogs present The mighty Arkansaw Jukebox
Collective in concert in aid of the VH loos 25 Feb 8pm till late more details to follow
Watch this space for future fundraising concerts
Village Hall For further details call www.facebook.com/
ArkansawJukebox/ or visit www.facebook.com/ArkansawJukebox/

Knockdown
The Holford Arms

Live Music every weekend
Check boards for more details of events
For further details call 01454 238669 or info@theholfordarms.co.uk

Luckington
Luckington Youth Café

New weekly event for ages 11-16 Saturdays 6-6.30pm Big Questions
& Discussions, 6.30-7.30pm Food, games and chill
Luckington Village Hall
For further details call Joel Faulkner joel.p.faulkner@gmail.com

Westonbirt
The Arboretum
STIHL Treetop Walkway The main walkway is step-free, making
it accessible to visitors on foot, using mobility scooters, wheelchairs
and pushchairs and to those with dogs on leads. It is 300m long and
gradually rises on gentle inclines to a height of 13m. Scramble up to
the crow’s nest viewing platform; cross the rope bridge; Peer through
the mesh-floored section Sep - Nov admission prices Adults £9,
Concs and those arriving by bike or public transport £6, Children
(5-18) £3, under 5s free
Specialist Wood Sales 2nd Saturday and Sunday every month
10am-1pm in aid of FOWA
The Enchanted Christmas an illuminated trail route through
the Old Arboretum and more exciting festive activities, foods and
stalls onsite. The hard paths are accessible for wheelchairs and
electric scooters and these can be booked in advance by calling
881218. Every Fri, Sat & Sun 25 Nov - 18 Dec Sorry, dogs (except

D.J. HICKS
ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

SALES, RESTORATION & UPHOLSTERY
Unit 1a Warren Business Park, Knockdown
Nr Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8QY
Tel: 01454 238004
Mobile: 07889 655152
Email: djhicksantiques@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.djhicksantiquefurniture.co.uk

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first
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assistance dogs) are not allowed on the trail because it is in the Old
Arboretum, the dog free zone. Admission £12 adult /£10 concs/
£6 chd / under 5s free - Advance bookings only On Fridays, FOWA
members will receive a 50% discount on the full ticket price.
Summer concerts Tickets on sale now for: Olly Murs Fri 16 Jun;
Rick Astley Sat 17 Jun
Westonbirt Arboretum For further details call 880220 or visit
www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt

Cotswolds
Cotswold Rural Skills Courses
Intorduction to Weaving 10 Dec Northleach
Hedgelaying - Beginners (Somerset Style) Sopworth 8-9 Feb £109
For further details call David Molloy on 01451 862000 or
david.molloy@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or visit
www.cotswoldsruralskills.org.uk

Easton Grey
Whatley Manor
Master Class with Martin Burge Cookery Masterclasses with
Michelin two-starred chef - next available course 23 Jan 12 Jun
Sunday Cinema £42 includes your cinema ticket for the screening
and popcorn and a 3 course lunch or dinner in Le Mazot brasserie.
Lunch first from 12 noon with the film starting promptly at
2.30pm. For the dinner screening enjoy the film first starting
promptly at 5pm followed by dinner in Le Mazot brasserie from
7.15pm. 18th Dec- ‘Florence Foster Jenkins’ starring Meryl Streep,
Hugh Grant and Simon Helberg 22 Jan - ‘Absolutely Fabulous’
starring Jennifer Saunders, Joanna Lumley and Jane Horrocks.
Whatley Manor For further details call 834026 or visit
www.whatleymanor.com

Malmesbury

Events at Malmesbury Library

Wiltshire Christmas - a talk and readings from the Wiltshire
Archives with Margaret Moles (archivist) revealing how this
seasonal event in our historic county was celebrated in the past.
Wed 2 Dec at 2.30pm Tickets £3 (inc refreshment)
Malmesbury Library, Cross Hayes For further details call 823611

Late Night Christmas Shopping in
Malmesbury
Festive street market with Santa’s Grotto,carol singers,and
late night shopping Fri 2 Dec 6 - 9 pm Free park & ride from
Malmesbury Garden Cente
Late Night Shopping some shops will have later night opening
till 7pm on Thurs and Fri till Christmas e.g Green & Grey check
with individual shops for details
Upper High St, Malmesbury
For further details call To book a stall call 01249 783434

Malmesbury Singers
Christmas Concert
“Gloria” the programme features three joyous and upbeat Glorias
by Pergolesi, Puccini and Chilcott, together with a feast of carols
old and new. The choir (director Iain Duffin) will be joined by
tenor soloist Rupert Drury and the Celebration Jazz Quartet.
Sat 10 Dec 7.30pm Tickets (£12, £5 students / chd) available
from Abbey Bookshop or email: tickets@malmesburysingers.co.uk
Malmesbury Abbey For further details call Abbey book shop

Singing for the Brain
Singing sessions are led by a trained Singing for the Brain leader
Every other Monday 1.30-3pm a free service (funded by Wiltshire
council) is designed to be a fun, stimulating and social activity for
people with a diagnosis of dementia and their family/friends or
carers. For session dates and to book your place please call Pam
Ollis at our Chippenham office on 01249 443469
Malmesbury Activity Zone, Bremilham Road
For further details call 01249 443469 or
e-mail nwilts@alzheimers.org.uk or visit www.alzheimers.org.uk

Exhibition: Wiltshire At War
Wiltshire Does Its Bit includes many interesting stories of local
nurses, dairymaids, small businesses, and local people providing
comfort to soldiers of WWI– all doing their bit for the war
effort. The museum will also have a display commemorating local
soldiers and sailors who lost their life on the Somme and Jutland
free entry Open Summer: Mon to Sun 10.30am to 4.30pm
Winter (from Oct to Mar) : Mon to Sat 10.30am to 4.30pm,
Sundays: 11.30am to 3.30pm.
For further details visit www.athelstanmuseum.org.uk

Malmesbury & District
University of the Third Age
U3A is a unique organisation which provides educational,
creative and leisure opportunities for retired and semi-retired
people to come and learn together, drawing upon the knowledge,
experience and skills of their own members to organise and
provide interest groups in a very wide range of subjects. Now
with over 350 members in the Malmesbury group and over 30
different interest groups, including book group, arts & crafts,
history, gardening, pub lunches, theatre visits, etc. Meet on the
4th Thursday of the month at 10am for refreshments 10.30-11.30
speaker close by 11.45 Charge 50p
No meeting in Dec
‘Bring & share’ lunch on Thurs 26 Jan
Assembly Rooms at the Town Hall For further details call
Membership Secretary Ann Roberts-Phare on 823971 or visit
www.malmesburyu3a.org.uk
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Malmesbury Concert Band
Christmas carols and medleys Sat 19 Dec 11am at Malmesbury
Market Cross with funds raised supporting the Malmesbury
mayor’s charities
Malmesbury Town Hall For further details call Tony Fleming, the
Musical Director, on 575229 or tony@jacfleming.plus.com or visit
www.freewebs.com/malmesburyconcertband

HEALS Isolation Christmas Lunch
Christmas Eve
For the 2nd year running, we are working with Waitrose and
other retailers in the town to bring “Christmas cheer” to those
that are lonely or vulnerable in our communities Nominations
for places should be sent in the first instance to HEALS of
Malmesbury’s General Manager, Alison Cross-Jones, who will
agree with you how the nominee will be approached. The lunch
is open to all ages including families. Our plan is to again
serve Christmas lunch in the Malmesbury Community Hub at
Malmesbury Town Hall, on Christmas Eve and if possible to
provide each attendee with a gift.
Similarly we ask that you please spread the word among those you
know who might be willing to help us organise these events. We
need cooks, vegetable “preparers”, drivers, waiters and waitresses,
“setter uppers” and “cleaner uppers!” The more the merrier!
For further details call heals.malmesbury@gmail.com or 238100

Charlton Park
WOMAD - World Music Festival
Thurs 27 - Sun 30 Jul Featuring many world musicians and bands
and exciting new artists Early Bird tickets on sale Including SN16
Weekend at a greatly discounted price and a new LOWER PRICE
ticket for SN16 ticket holders who don’t stay on site SN16 resident
four day ticket – NO CAMPING £90 / SN16 with camping 4 days
£140 3 days £120. More information at womad.co.uk/tickets..
For further details call Reading Box Office on 0118 960 6060
or visit www.womad.org/festivals/charlton-park

Creative Hairdressing has fully qualified and
experienced stylists in all hair lengths and styles,
both modern and traditional.
Come and join us for that creative experience so
we can create that individual look for you.
For more information or to book an appointment
contact
Creative Hairdressing,
3 Market Place,
Tetbury,
01666 502949
www.creativehairdressing.co.uk

GHD

Tetbury

Christmas Events in Tetbury
The Christmas Lights Switch-On Mark Cummings from BBC
Radio Gloucestershire Thurs 1 Dec 5.15pm starting with a torchlit
procession from St Mary’s Church Community carols, evening
entertainment and stalls under the Market Hall & late night shopping
Road Closure 4-8pm Church Street from Old Brewery Lane to
Long Street will be closed to traffic. A traffic diversion will apply.
Tetbury Market Square For further details call Tetbury Tourist Information
503552 or visit www.christmasintetbury.org.uk/switchon.shtml

Didmarton
Flicks in the Sticks
Golden Years Fri 9 Dec Doors open 6:30pm for 7.30pm start. Cash
bar £3 in advance £3.50 on the door
Didmarton Village Hall For further details call Jenny Body
01454 238358 or jenny.body@btconnect.com

Grittleton
Moviola - the Touring Rural Cinema
Scheme
Finding Dory [PG] Wed 7 Dec Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start
£6 from Lesley or on the door Grittleton Village Hall
For further details call Lesley 01249 783157 or
email l_palmer@btinternet.com or visit www.moviola.org/

Grittleton Baptist Chapel
Monthly service 3rd Sunday each month at 2.30pm
Victorian Carol Service 17 Dec 2.30pm if anyone would like
to join the choir for this or any other of our costumed
events, please get in touch on the number below
Grittleton Chapel For further details call Facebook - Grittleton
Baptist Chapel Friends or grittletonchapel@gmail.com or Sue on
822730

IAN ASHBY
(SHERSTON)

Private hire
6 seat taxi
07875 844463
01666 841224
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Chippenham
Fairways Christmas Fayre

Festive cheer and Christmas shopping 10 Dec 10am -12noon
Come and enjoy a Raffle, Games, Beauty and product
demonstrations a range of Stalls to include; Jewellery, Tea, Wiltshire
bees, Books, Candles, Decorations, Leather goods and many, many
more along side some live musical entertainment.
Chippenham For further details call or visit www.mha.org.uk

Oaksey, Chippenham
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Events, talks
and courses
Needle Felted Christmas Decorations 1 day course Make your very
own needle felted Christmas decorations with textile artist Helen
Shields. 6 Dec 9.30am Free but booking essential. See wesbite www.
wiltshirewildlife.org/Event/needle-felted-christmas-decorations This
event is bought to you by the Wild Connections Team.
The Secret Life of Bats Bat expert Dr Ian Cardy will give an
illustrated talk on how bats have survived on earth for 100 million
years and how they are managing in today’s world. Wed 21 Dec
7.30pm £2.50 accompanied children free. Contact: Ivan Randall
837783 Chippenham SN14 0LL
The visitor centre, Lower Moor Farm, near Oaksey SN16 9TW
For further details call Tamsin on TamsinW@wiltshirewildlife.org or
(01380) 725670 x254

Lacock

“Let’s go to the movies - Take Two” Demonstration by Marie
Mundy 18 Jan
Annual Dinner at La Flambé This event will be extra special this
year as the flower club celebrates its 45th anniversary. 15-Feb
Oaksey Village Hall For further details call Margaret on 01285 770 639

Nailsworth

Forest Green Rovers F.C.
Professional football only 20 minutes drive from Sherston. Home
matches: Sat 10 Dec 3pm v. Truro City; Sat 17 Dec 3pm v. Dover
Athletic; Sun 1 Jan 3pm vs Torquay Utd Advanced prices: Adults
£19/£17/£15, Concessions £15/£13/£11, under 16s £11/£9/£7
junior £7/£6/£4 under 11s free Adults £15/£13, Concessions
£10/£8, under 16s £2
The New Lawn Forest Green Nailsworth
For further details call 01453 834860 or visit
www.forestgreenroversfc.com

Wotton-Under-Edge

The Electric Picture House
A refurbished local cinema run by volunteers from the local
community This month: Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them; A United Kingdom; Trolls; Francofonia; NT Live : No
Man’s Land Thurs 15 Dec; Moana; Rogue One: A Star Wars
Story; La Fille Inconnue; RSC LIVE: The Tempest Wed 11 Jan;
NT LIVE: Amadeus Thur 2 Feb check website for details
For further details call 01453 844601 or visit www.wottoncinema.com

Special Events at Lacock Abbey & Village

Wotton Bridge Club

Christmas at Lacock 11am - 4pm throughout Dec
Christmas tree festival 25 magical trees in the abbey’s cloister
Lacock Abbey For further details call 01249 730459 or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lacock

Bridge lessons on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the Wotton
Civic Centre, from Oct onwards. £6 per lesson. Complete
beginners welcome.
There is also a friendly club for relatively inexperienced players
on Monday afternoons in Kingscote. For further details call Ian
Cooke on 890261 or email tresham.bridge@gmail.com

Crudwell
North Wilts Villages Flower Club
Christmas Workshop Wed 14 Dec Oaksey Village Hall A bring and
share supper will conclude the evening and the very successful year.

Ride On Cycles

The Mobile Cycle Workshop That Comes to
You

Full range of servicing & repairs carried out
by a City & Guilds qualified mechanic.
Contact Andy on:
01454 880872 / 07443333219
andy@ride-on-cycles.co.uk
www.ride-on-cycles.co.uk

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKING
AND MINDING SERVICE

Bespoke service for
you & your dog

Knowledgeable in canine first
aid, training and obedience

Experience in handling
both large & small dogs

Group or individual
walks available

Fully insured in all
aspects of dog care

Established & recommended
for 6 years

Animal Minding Service also available for cats & domestic
pets. Animals are happier & more secure in their own
environment. Daily visits provided to include feeding,
grooming, tlc & medication if required

Please call Sophie Francis on 01666 840538
or 07531 057016
References available
on request

Venue for Corporate Hire
Offering a stunning building and location, the Great
Oak Hall at Westonbirt, The National Arboretum is
available for weekday conferences and meetings.
Hire includes a complimentary visit on the day of
hire. Proceeds to the charity support the future of
this national tree collection. For information and
rates; www.fowa.org.uk/venue_hire,
0300 067 3301, greatoakhall@fowa.org.uk

Nestled in pastureland on the outskirts of Sherston.
Three lovely double, en-suite rooms.
Peaceful and private, separate from main house.

Luckington Road, Sherston.
01666 841445

www.carriersfarm.co.uk
info@carriersfarm.co.uK
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South Cerney

GINformation and tasting event in aid
of Cotswold Water Parks
Cirencester based Capreolus Distillery talk An evening of
samples and learning about how the UK’s most complex gin,
Garden Tiger is produced, not to mention the incredibly rare
Eaux de Vie from local distiller Barney Wilczak Tickets: £12.50
each, to include drink on arrival plus savoury nibbles. Numbers
for this event are limited to 40, so make sure you purchase
your tickets soon! All proceeds from the evening will go to the
Cotswold Water Park Trust. Fri 2 Dec 7.30pm
Gateway Centre, Spine Road, South Cerney For further details call
To purchase tickets and make payment over the phone please call the
CWP Trust office on 01793 752413 during office hours

Bitton

Avon Valley Steam Trains

Santa Express - meet Santa on a 1 hour train ride through the Avon
valley Every weekend in Dec 6 departures from 10.30 am till 4.30pm
Carols and steam Sat 3 Dec 6.45pm
Sherry & Mince Pies 26, 27, 30 & 31 Dec
For further details call 0117 932 5538 or visit www.avonvalleyrailway.org

Swindon

Great Western Railway Museum
Christmas stalls @ Steam Sat 3 - Sun 4 Dec 10am-5pm Over 50
stalls £3 adult £1 child and entry to whole museum at this price
For further details call 01793 466646 or visit www.steam-muse

Bath, Stroud, Bristol

Covent Garden Royal Opera House
and Ballet @ the cinema

Live and pre recorded screenings of opera and ballet from the
ROH Covent Garden
Opera: LIVE Il trovatore 31-Jan Ballet LIVE: Woolf Works 8-Feb

Ballet LIVE: The Sleeping Beauty 28-Feb
Stroud Apollo, Odeon Bath and many other Cinemas
For further details call 0871 220 6000 or visit www.roh.org.uk/cinema

Malmesbury, Chippenham, Bath,
Stroud, Bristol, Wotton
National Theatre Live

Live and pre recorded screenings
NT Live: No Man’s Land (live) 15 Dec
NT Live: Amadeus 2-Feb-17
NT LIVE: St Joan 16-Feb NT Live: Hedda Gabler 9-Mar
NT LIVE: Twelfth Night 6-Apr
For further details visit www.ntlive.com

Bath

Bath Christmas Market

170 wooden stalls between Bath Abbey and York Street Thurs 24
Nov - Sun 11 Dec 10am - 7pm Mon - Wed/ 8.30pm Thurs- Sat/
10-6pm Sundays Over 170 stalls in the most magical of settings with
80% of makers local to the region with handmade gifts and products
For further details call or visit www.bathchristmasmarket.co.uk

Bristol

Bristol Jazz and Blues Festival

A ‘This is Your Life’ of jazz and blues – a journey through the
decades from the birth of jazz to the current day This year’s line-up
features the wonderful Macy Gray, a live show from prolific producer
and musician Quantic featuring Alice Russell, the world premiere
of Andy Sheppard’s Metropolis live score, a big band tribute to
the legendary Dizzy Gillespie led by his friend and fellow be-bop
founder, Bobby Shew and ‘Sounds for Spies & Private Eyes’ – a
musical spectacular featuring Adrian Utley (Portishead), Will Gregory
(Goldfrapp), The Army Of Generals string orchestra and an 18-piece
Big Band Thu 16 - Sun 19 Mar 2017 - Tickets on sale now
Colston Hall, O2 Academy and The Folk House For further details
visit www.bristoljazzandbluesfest.com/
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE
If you are in immediate danger call 999

The public version of Sherston’s Emergency Response
Plan can be found on the Sherston website:
www.sherston.org/downloads/sherston-parishcouncil-emergency-plan/Sherston-Emergency-PlanREDACTED-20-11-2015.pdf
Sherston Emergency Response Coordinator
Caroline Jarvis
840039
The Angel
emergency@sherston.org.uk (only during an incident)

Useful Numbers
BT fault line

0800 800151

CLARENCE (Highway complaints)

0800 232323

Cllr John Thomson

01666 840785

Malmesbury Activity Zone

01666 822533

Malmesbury Library

01666 823611

Malmesbury Police 101

(emergency 999)

Wiltshire Council
Highways, Social Care, Emergency Transport
24hr telephone contact: 0300 456 0100
EPRR@witlshire.gov.uk (only during an incident)
Floods: 0300 456 0105 or drainage@wiltshire.gov.uk

Malmesbury Primary Care Centre

01666 825825

Malmesbury Secondary School

01666 829700

Malmesbury Youth Centre

0799 0908550

MP James Gray

01249 652851

Useful Information
Wiltshire Council Online Gritting routes
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/gritting.htm

NHS Direct

Utilities
ELECTRICITY – SSEPD Power track
To report a problem or for information call 105
www.ssepd.co.uk/Powertrack for a map of faults
0800 072 7282 or 0345 072 1905 from a mobile phone
@SSEPD for updates on twitter
WATER – Bristol Water
www.bristolwater.co.uk/contact/
Emergency Helpline: 0345 702 3797 (24 Hour)
WATER – Wessex water
www.wessexwater.co.uk/Contact-us/
Emergency Helpline: 0345 600 4 600 (24 hours)
BBC Wiltshire can be heard via:
West Wilts area
(Chippenham, Devizes and Trowbridge): 104.3FM

0845 4647

Sherston Parish Council

01666 840197

Sherston Post Oﬃce

01666 840456

Sherston School

01666 840237

Sherston Village Hall (bookings)

01666 841377

Tolsey Surgery

01666 840270

Wiltshire Council

0300 4560100

FIREWOOD
SEASONED ASH
FIREWOOD
AVAILABLE IN
VENTED 1M3 BAGS
WITH FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY.
£55 PER BAG.

TOM COLE
07972943800
01454 238896
01454238787
0797 0911412
EMAIL
tomhedleycole@
tim@wattsandwattslt
gmail.com
d.co.uk

SHERSTON
DRIVING SCHOOL
Independent Distributor of
Aloe Vera Based Products

Michael Holborow A.D.I.
Tel: 01666 840327
Mobile: 07790890978
mike@sherstondriving.co.uk

Improve income or health
or both. Products sold,
events organised. 60-day
money-back guarantee.
Beryl Clampton
01666841201/07850623517
beryl@clampton.com
ENQUIRIES WELCOME
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